This article proposes the family name Enterobacteriaceae nom. rev. to fill the void in nomenclature that has existed since 1 January 1980, when the name of the family was not included on the Approved Lists of Bacterial Names.
In 1937 Rahn proposed (10) the family name Enterobacteriaceae to include species which had been included in Escherichia, Salmonella, Aerobacter, Klebsiella, Proteus, Erwinia, E berthella, and Shigella. The new family also included strains of Serratia, Pseudomonas, Flavobacterium, and Achrornobacter which fermented glucose with the production of gas. All these taxa were placed in a single new genus which Rahn named Enterobacter. A type species was not designated for this newly proposed genus, and no description was specifically given by Rahn for Enterobacter or Enterobacteriaceae. In 1948 the first Bacteriological Code was officially adopted (2), and its rules became retroactive to all bacterial names. Under the new Code, both Enterobacter Rahn 1937 and Enterobacteriaceae Rahn 1937 became illegitimate (3) because they did not conform to all the rules (2). However the name Enterobacteriaceae had become so widely used that the Judicial Commission voted in 1958 to conserve it and to designate its type genus as Escherichia (5, 7) . Thus, in 1958, the name changed from Enterobacteriaceae Rahn 1937 (9) . This challenge was made because the name was not formed in accordance with Rules 9 and 21a of the Code (9) in that it is not a name formed by adding the suffix "-aceae" to the stem of the name of the type genus (see Minute 9 of the minutes of the 3 September 1978 meeting of the Judicial Commission [6]). We have argued (4) that this challenge based essentially on a minute of a meeting has no validity under the Bacteriological Code (9) 
